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Unearthing Archaeological Evidence of Navigation from the South Caspian Coasts 

The oldest evidence of human occupation in south Caspian coast dating back to the 
Epipalaeolithic in a series of caves in Mazandaran Province, southeast of the Caspian Sea. 
Mc Burney (1968) postulated a link between the diet of the cave inhabitants and the Caspian 
Sea level changes.   
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The CS level have changed widely since the Last Glacial Maximum from +50 msl high water 
levels during the Late Pleistocene (Khvalynian deglaciation) to -113 msl (?) during Mangyshlak 
lowstand at the beginning of the Holocene.  
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The post LGM Caspian sea level rise was catastrophic for the dwelling populations  but it could 
also lead to the development of a producing economy and the appearance of ancient 
civilizations (Chepalyga, 2007). The earliest ships appeared in the 
Caspian region immediately after the flood, which may be  Interpreted as a consequence of 
this event. 
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Background 

The Caspian Sea is well known in historical texts 
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Sailing from Mazandaran to Derbent needs a week, if the wind is in right direction but sailing 
ŦǊƻƳ !ōŜǎƪƻǳƴ ǘƻ YƘŀȊŀǊΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ !ōŜǎƪƻǳƴ ƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ 
(Ibn Hawqal, 988 AD). 
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Methodology 
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Results 
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Historical and geological evidence of the last millennium Caspian sea level changes were 
plotted and different scenarios for the position of the ancient harbors were prepared. 


